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suBJecT: Visit to Austria of .Ser;ator Robert C. Hendrickstmn and Vorking Party of
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hefugee and Escapee Subcommittee of the Senate Judiciary Commitlee

Senator Hendrickson ard a party consisting of Messrs. Richard and William Arens,

Frank ,mnmader, Drury Blair, and William Webster arrived in Linz by car from
Munich during the afterncon of Sunday, August 31, 1952,

Senator Hendrickson was Deputy Military Governor of Linz for several months at
the nlose of the war. He had specifically requested that he be afforded an
opporbunity to exchange views with his old friend Dr. Gleisnewr, now Governor of
{ jpper’ Lustria., He and lMrs, Hendricksong thereforc » entertained the Landeshapptmann
at supper that evening.

n September 1, all members of the party called on the Governor. They then
insnected, first, Camp Spaderhof in Linz, This is the IS Interrcgation Center for
nevly arrvived refugees., The group alse inspected Camp 100l in Wels where there is
a large concentration of PEP eligibles., During a brief session pricr to luncheon,
the group discussed refugee matters with the Representative in Austria of the United
Mations IMgh Comnissioner for RHefugees as well as the Chief, Lialsen Office for
R in Austria. Doth were requested te prepars memoranda for the Comdttee argd
w1 it them through the Chief of the Displaced Persons Branch of the Eibassyl Thay
aspreed ho do so,

Tn the afternoon commencing at 2330 and lasting until 5:00, the Committee
copducted an interrogation of the PEP staff amd had presented to 1t an analysis of
the refugee problem in Austria which was heavily weighted with material regarding
PFFP eiicipbles and PEP projects. There is enclosed a copy of the remarks prepaved
and déglivemd by the Chief of the Disphaced Persons Branch of the Enbassy on this
oecasion,

Tn addition to this material, members of the Committee were glven a detailed
iption of the procedures develcped for the submissiom of projects and the
heis used to safeguard the expenditure of publie funds under PEP., This part of
‘he bhriefing was done by Mr, George Warren, Jr., Chief of the FEP Gountry Unit,.

At least a half hour was devoied to an explanation of the sesurity procedures
developed jointly between USCOA and USFA for the screening of PEP eli gﬁ_h'i,@ga The
afternoon session was also abtended by Colonel Bothwell, Chief of (=i, UsSFA,
Sa)lgburg, Major Flatley of the same office as well as Mr. Hojhlein af, Seeurity
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Branch, Brbassy), Mr. Lehmann representing USCOA Liaison, _ .
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From
% the conclusion of the briefing, Mr, Arens, Staff Divestor of the Committee,
Room 4490, Senate Office Building, requested a copy of the statement prepered by
the Chief of the Displaced Persons Branch. He was informed that sjnce this
atatement contained classified material, it would be made available to him through
the Department, It is, therefore, specifically requested that unless the Depart-

ment perceives objections, a copy of thiz enclesure be prepared in the Department
for submission to Mr, Arens. :

A11 members of the Committee expressed themselves as approving those alter-
ations in their itinerary which made it possible for them to spend at least one
dsy looking into the refugee problem in Ausiria, In general, the cuestions asked
by members of the group revealed a broad interest in refugee preblems and less
confusion in thinking sbout them than had been apparent during their visit in
the Trieste-Veniee area. '

‘A congerted effort was made to present to the group in Wels a comprehensive
and clear pioture of PEP on the operating level. It was repeatedly stressed that
intelligense data obtained from new arrivals is of high value to those direcily
concerned with United States nationmal security, both in Austris and in Washington.
This view was amply sustained by the Chief of G2, USFA and one of the favorable
results of the Committee's visit was to further strengthen the mmbusl interest of
G.2 and PEP in Austria in the operations of this program. The Dapartment is
assured that those responsible for FEP operations have no intention of permitting
PEP to interest itseélf directly in intelligence either at the interrogation or
the operating level, There is a clear cut understanding as to the spheres of
activity between USFA and USCOA on this matier, It is important, however, in
Austria for PEP to rely on USFA for implementation of the security inveastigations
that are required under FEP.

In general, it may be said that the Senate group seems to be thinking aleng
the lines of blanketing all of the miscellanecus refugee operations of govern-
mental, intergovernmental, United Nations, and voluntsry agencies under one
heading with the thought that leglslation might be prepared which woudd cut out
a good deal of operlapping amd duplication of funds. The group, at least in se
far as one can determine fyom the voluble participation of Mr. Richard Arens,
has difficulty in unders why the United States, for &xample; shéild have
more of an ingerest in the Iren Curtain secapee than does a country of resettle-
ment, It was pointed out repestedly for his benefit that the United States
secures valuable intelligence data from new arrivals, that it desires to
stimlate and Keep active the flow of new arrivals; that prior to PEP the egcapes
was "milked® of information and discarded by United States anthorities.

The Embassy respectfully 'suggaatgggh@.ﬁ the Department might find &% useful
to afford an opportunity to the PSE,( CIA) and the National Security Council teo
give testimony before this group on It return at the end of September. Quite
apart from obther refugee matters of interest to the Subcommities, Irom Curtain
sscapees offer very special and highly important possibilities in the field of
national defense, Furthermore, the Eubassy has the impression that members of
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PEP and the classified naturs of some of its component apamgims:“?m#";
FOR THE AMBASSADOR:

- Welter Dowling
Beputy High Commisaioner

Enelosure: T
Statement made by the Chief,
B.P. Branch, Embassy

e Wels
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